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WHEN she was invited to speak at 
the Diocese of Oxford’s Making 
a Difference conference, Loretta 
Minghella OBE, the director 
of Christian Aid, jumped at the 
chance.

“Bishop John is such a 
huge support to Christian 
Aid, formally and informally. 
Every year he’s helped us with 
Christian Aid Week and we are 
so grateful to him so it was great 
to say ‘yes’ to him.” Loretta was 
speaking at the celebration of 
the Living Faith year of Making 
a Difference in the world. 

The day saw hundreds of 
people from across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
gathering at the Kings Centre 
in Oxford. It was a celebration 
of all the things people do to 
make a difference, and included 
workshops involving social 
justice and the arts.

People who came were 
encouraged to bring visual 
representations of their various 
projects which were hung on a 
washing line and displayed at the  
conference. Organisations that 
work closely with the Diocese 
held stalls with information 
about the work that they do. 

The day started with worship 
from music from Ben Okafar 
and members of the charity 
Archway and culminated in a 
Eucharist, led by Bishop John.

Loretta said: “The theme of 
Making a Difference resonated 
with me because I used to think 
I couldn’t.”

 Loretta is a lawyer who was 
head of the Financial Services 
Authority before she took the 
role leading Christian Aid in 
2008.  The FSA is the body that 
pays out compensation when a 
bank goes bust. Loretta grew 
up Roman Catholic and is the 
sister of Anthony Minghella, the 
award winning film director and 
producer who died in 2008, aged 
54. 

“Life can be short,” she said. 
“I decided in my own mind 
that working out financial 
compensation wasn’t what I 
wanted to offer for the world. 

Coming from grief I began 
to think about a new life. It’s 
about not having to be a closet 
Christian. Now my faith is right 
in the middle of my work.”

During her talk at the 
conference, Loretta described 
how her daughter, who had been 
instrumental in her joining an 
Anglican church in Dulwich, 
encouraged her to take the top 
job at Christian Aid.  

“I was a financial services 
lawyer and I thought that was 
all I could expect to do with my 
working life. I’d spent my first 
couple of decades as a Catholic. 

Then I entered the wilderness 
years in my 30s, as a young mum.  

 “I started looking around and 
experimenting with different 
churches. I thought I would find 
my faith in a Cotswold church, a 
little Roman number.” Instead, 
at Olivia’s encouragement, she 
joined St Barnabas, a super 
modern building in London. 
When I walked into that church 
something happened for me 
and I can’t describe it. I felt 
welcomed and loved. I went 
home to my atheist husband as 
a Christian.” 

Be inspired: make a difference

ConTinueD on pAge Three

by Jo Duckles

Above is a washing line of social justice ideas from across the Diocese. Photographs: KT Bruce. 
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Reflection

‘Is not life more than food 
and the body more than 
clothing?’

            Wake up to the light
‘...it is now the moment for you 

to wake from sleep. for salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day 
is near.’  romans 13: 11b to 12a. 

As winter approaches I’m 
determined not to let the 
dark mornings get me down. 
I hate that feeling of waking 
up in the dark, suddenly 

jolted by the alarm, fumbling for the 
light switch and then being blinded and 
stunned when the light goes on! So I 
have one of those bedside lights that you 
can set to come on and get gradually 
lighter as the time for the alarm call 
approaches. Now I wake up in the light 
instead of the dark! Has it worked? Well 
only the family will know if I’m less 
grumpy in the  mornings this winter!

It struck me my new bedside light is a 
metaphor for how we are called to be as 
Christians; to wake up to the light rather 
than the dark; to be people who want 
to be awake with the light of Christ, 
shining on us, in us, and through us – to 
the glory of God.

Of course the reality of an early 
morning in December is that while the 
electric light may be on in the house 
it’s still dark outside – it’s an artificial 
dawn of my own making. Actual daylight 
comes later. 

Advent liturgies begin often with the 
call to wake up as the light approaches, 

based on the verses from Romans.
“It is time for us to wake out of sleep, 

for deliverance is nearer to us now than 
it was when first we believed. It is far on 
in the night; day is near.” 

I love the Advent bible readings, such 
as those from Isaiah, full of messages of 
hope and encouragement to be awake to 
the light even in the middle of darkness; 
urging us to look for the light and live 

in the light of God even when there’s so 
much darkness in the world. The bright 
array of hope-filled Scriptures presented 
to us in Advent remind me God has 
sent the light already in Christ; God’s 
reign and kingdom of peace and joy will 
come; nothing will prevent it coming 
in the end; and in Christ we have been 
given power to hasten its arrival.

During Advent the voice of John the 

Baptist is heard again. John bore witness 
to the light – the true light coming 
into the world. His was a voice crying 
out from the wilderness,  the place of 
darkness, symbolising the lostness of his 
people; but a voice pointing to the light 
– the Christ who had come. 

Do the people of our nation need 
a message of hope today? We do. Do 
some of us deny we need that message? 
Sadly we do. Advent is both a penitential 
season – a season of challenge; and also 

a season of joyful hope-filled expectancy. 
It is a challenging time because all of us 
need to be reminded that God’s light 
is not the same as the false dawn of our 
own light – not the same as the security 
of our own bubble of comfortableness 
– which sometimes we use to shield 
ourselves from darkness.  

We are a country with many 
individuals and families who need a 
message of hope. As Christians and as 
the Church we need not be stuck in 
the gloom; because we can be the hope 
many seek for when we wake up to the  
light of God.  

God’s light is the light of Christ,  the 
light of truth and love, which is not 
always the light we live by, but is the only 
true light which brings healing and gives 
us hope. And that light shines in the 
darkness.

The Revd Canon David Hodgson is the 
Rector of All Saints, Wokingham. 

‘...for deliverance is nearer 
to us now than it was when 
we f irst believed.’  

‘...God’s reign and 
kingdom of peace and joy 
will come...’

For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for 
joy. Luke 1:44

Luke’s account of the 
circumstances of the birth 
of Jesus, which we shall hear 

again this Christmas, includes several 
delightful and typical cameos, rich in 
human interest and full of colour and 
warmth. We have the shepherds, the 
elderly Simeon and Anna, and here 
Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth, who was 
to be the mother of John the Baptist.

It would seem that very soon after 
the annunciation the young Mary - by 
the custom of the time probably still 
in her teens - decided to make a long 
journey to visit her elderly relative in 
the ‘hill country of Judaea’ - perhaps 
50 miles away. This would hardly be 
on a whim. She had been told by the 
angel Gabriel that Elizabeth in her 
old age was now in the sixth month of 
pregnancy, and the young girl must have 
been anxious to share her own strange 
and perhaps frightening experience 
with someone else - someone she knew 
and respected. After all, it seemed that 
Elizabeth was also facing an unexpected 
and apparently miraculous childbirth. 

No mobile phones then, of course, or 
regular postal service, so we must assume 
Mary simply turned up at the home of 
the elderly priest Zechariah and his wife. 

She entered the house and greeted 
Elizabeth, who told her that at the 
sound of her greeting ‘the child leapt 
in her womb’. Pregnant women are 
used to that sensation, of course, so one 
assumes it was the precise timing that 
took Elizabeth by surprise. Her next 
words to Mary are familiar now as part of 
the ‘Hail Mary’ prayer: ‘Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb.’ 

Her words doubtless reassured Mary, 
who had been ‘perplexed’ by the 
angel’s greeting and must have been 
apprehensive about the astonishing role 
she had been chosen to fulfil - a role 
which many people, as the Gospels hint, 
were going to misinterpret. To have her 
situation so comprehensively endorsed 
by the older woman, the wife of a temple 
priest and a respected senior member of 
her family, must have been enormously 
reassuring. Elizabeth called her ‘the 
mother of my Lord’ and affirmed that 
in believing the angel’s promise and 
looking for its fulfilment Mary would 
know God’s blessing. 

No wonder Mary’s response was a 
great outpouring of praise: ‘My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour.’ That’s the 
story, beautiful in its simplicity and - 

in a way - ordinariness. Behind it is a 
wonderful picture of these two women, 
one old, the other very young, sharing 
an incredible experience and rejoicing 
together in what God was doing. For 
me, it’s a moving picture of love across 
the generations - Elizabeth’s maturity 
strengthening Mary’s simple adolescent 
trust in ‘God my Saviour’. Not for 
the first time, thank you, Luke, for 
humanising the mysterious ways of God!

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Advisor on evangelism, former BBC head 

of religious affairs, a broadcaster and 
the author of many books. See www.

davidwinter-author.co.uk  
Above: Visitation, from the predella of the 

Annunciation Alterpiece, c.1430-32 (tempera 
& gold on panel), Angelico, Fra (Guido di 

Pietro) (c.1387-1455) / Prado, Madrid, Spain / 
Giraudon / The Bridgeman Art Library

Thought for 
the Month
By David Winter

The two women
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News

Welcoming the 
new Archbishop

The Bishop of oxford, the 
rt revd John pritchard, has 
welcomed the announcement 
that the rt revd Justin Welby, 
the Bishop of Durham, is to 
become the next Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

Bishop Justin will become the 
105th Archbishop of Canterbury 
when he succeeds Dr rowan 
Williams, who is retiring in 
December after 10 years in the 
role. 

Bishop John said: “The 
Bishop of Durham is an excellent 
choice as the next Archbishop 
of Canterbury. i have known 
him since he was a student at 
theological college and it was 
obvious then that he had qualities 
of mind and heart that would fit 
him for higher office. 

“his experience in the City, 
in reconciliation in Africa, and 
in demanding roles in Coventry, 
Liverpool and Durham make him 
very well equipped for this new 
role. At the same time, this is a 
massive responsibility and Bishop 
Justin can be assured of our 
prayers and practical support as 
he makes the momentous journey 
south.”

Choir awards
FiVe choristers from the choir of 
St. peter’s Church, Caversham,  
have been successful in recent 
Award examinations from the 
royal School of Church Music. 
These rigorous examinations 
consist of liturgical knowledge 
as well as vocal and musical 
preparation.

Two choristers - Joy Blount and 
isobel hodgson - were awarded 
merit at the Bronze level.  Three 
choristers - gillian Cooke, hannah 
Asbury and edmund Westley - 
were awarded distinction at the 
Silver level.

New courses for 
2013
A neW programme of Learning 
for Discipleship and Ministry 
courses has been produced for 
2012. 
   The programme is open to 
all learners of any denomination. 
Download the programme at 
www.oxford.anglican.org or call 
Sheila Townsend on 01865 
208277 for more information.

IN BRIEFBe inspired: make a difference Going ‘over the edge’

The Revd Ainsley Swift (pictured) was one of 38 people who abseiled down 
the 100ft tower at St Stephen’s Church, Windsor. He was joined by Olympic 
silver medal winning rower Richard Chambers for the event, which raised 
£7,500 for Christian Aid. 

When asked about how to 
make a difference, Loretta 
says: “People say ‘what can 
I do?’ Everyone can make a 
difference. People forget that 
they are unique, no one can 
make their difference for them.

“Every campaign postcard 
that is sent, every knock on 
a door during Christian Aid 
week, every prayer is part of the 
mission. Give, act and pray. Give 
what you can and raise your 
voice for the issues that will 
change the world. Get involved 
in the Food Matters campaign 
launching in January because 
this is going to be the chance to 
make some important changes 
– be inspired.”

Next year’s Food Matters 
initiative, which will look 
at how we connect with the 
complexities surrounding 
food globally and locally in a 
changing world, was introduced 
at the conference. The 2013 
campaign will be a year-long 

journey through the seasons 
and farming festivals. For more 
details see the January 2013 
edition of Stable Door.  

Hear Loretta Minghella 
(pictured above) speak at the 
Chaplaincy New Year Lecture: 
Christianity, capitalism and the 
poor – where’s the good news? 
on Wednesday 16 January 2013, 
7pm at the Henley Business 
School, Whiteknights Campus, 
Reading. 

ConTinueD FroM pAge one

THE doors of St Michael and All 
Angels Church, Beaconsfield, were 
thrown open to welcome brides 
and grooms to a wedding fair 
recently. 
   After a welcoming glass of fizz, 
visitors perused the offerings of 
florists, invitation designers, 
cake makers, make up experts, 
photographers, hirers of outfits, 

caterers and even providers of 
chocolate fountains. Amidst the 
offering were stalls staffed by 
local church members and clergy 
giving advice on getting married in 
church and marriage preparation. 
The ensemble were serenaded 
throughout by a (bookable) harpist 
and wedding singers.  

Clergy in Amersham are 
discussing making this an annual 
event.

A woolly good time

MEMBERS of St Margaret’s 
Church in Oxford are knitting 
sheep for a woolly nativity.

Throughout Advent the 
nativity will rest in a different 
house each evening, spending 
a night in St Margaret’s 
Church on 16 December for 
the Christmas Journey service, 
and reappearing on Christmas 
Eve in time for the crib service. 
Every host family will be get 
a souvenir sheep and St 
Margaret’s hopes to present 
every child at the Crib Service 

with a sheep. Any spare will go 
the the Early Years Unit of Phil 
and Jim’s School. 

The project was inspired by 
the Messy Nativity – one of the 
latest publications from the 
Abingdon based Bible Reading 
Fellowship. The authors, Jane 
Leadbetter and Lucy Moore 
noticed that Jesus was being 
squeezed out of Christmas in 
her city centre and used a trail 
of knitted sheep hiding in the 
shopping centre as a way to 
introduce the nativity story.

Win a Messy Christmas
The Door has three copies of another 

book – Messy Christmas, to give away. The 
book, by Lucy Moore and Jane Leadbetter, 
contains a treasure trove of craft ideas for 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. To be in 
with a chance of winning a copy, simply 
send a postcard with your name and 
address to Messy Christmas Competition, 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 
OX2 0NB, to reach us no later than Friday 7 December.  

A fair of the heart
by Michael Beasley

Meet our new ministers

The Oxford Diocese’s nine new Licensed Lay Ministers are pictured above at 
their licensing service: top, from left: Cathy Hawkins, Angela Morfett-Jones, 
Ruth Parry-Jennings (the Revd Dr Phillip Tovey, Deputy Director of LLMs) 
and Stewart Morgan. Middle: Jenny Roughan, Jenny Pittaway (the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of Dorchester) and Julie Hinkley. Bottom: Jennifer 
Foakes and Hazel Butland. Photo: Anne Taylor. 
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Their parents can’t help them.
They pray for someone like you.

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes
and costs as little as £150, can give desperate
children not just a new smile – but a new life.

N12111U111HCX2M

These details, including your email address / telephone number, may be used to keep you informed
about our future developments. If you do not want to receive such information please tick this box

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
■ YES! I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made within the last 4 tax years (6 April to 5 April) and on all
donations I make in the future until further notice. I confirm that I have paid or will pay at least as much UK Income tax and/or Capital Gains
tax for each tax year as Smile Train UK and all other charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim
on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council tax do not qualify.
I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax for every £1 that I have given/will give.

■ NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Send this coupon with your donation to:
The Smile Train UK,
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email

Telephone 

Charge my gift to my: ■ Visa   ■ MasterCard ■ Maestro

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature
■ My cheque is enclosed, made payable to 
The Smile Train UK

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk     Call: 0300 303 9630
Registered Charity No. 1114748       Registered Company No. 05738962      © 2012 The Smile Train.

£150 towards surgery for
one child
£75 could cover half the 
cost of one surgery 

£30 towards an overnight
hospital stay
£ We’ll gratefully
accept any amount

Christian Resources Exhibitions
EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING YOUR CHURCH

For continually updated information visit: CREonline.co.uk
Christian Resources Exhibitions is part of Bible Society (Charity Reg. No 232759) Tel 01793 418218 

• The best in Christian resources
• The latest multimedia equipment
• An extensive book and resource store
• A comprehensive programme of seminars
• A variety of specialist workshops
• Entertaining Christian theatre and music

Europe’s leading
Christian Resources 

Exhibitions

CRE West - BRISTOL 2013
Bristol UWE 23 & 24 January

Give hope
to someone this Christmas
Whether in the shadow of dementia, or simply in the 
uncertainty of our current times, Christians look for a 
Kingdom that cannot be shaken.
In unpacking the myths and fears of living with dementia, these 
books restate the rock solid truth of the Christian faith 
– truth that applies to all of our circumstances, all of the time.

Reviewers have said:–

A rare gem of a book • A powerful, poignant 
must-read • Practical and yet spiritually challenging 
• These are the most helpful books about dementia ever 
written • This book saved my life.

Order from Pilgrims’ Friend, www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk, or 
purchase at your local Christian book store, or from Amazon or 
other outlets.

Losing 
your mind doesn’t 
mean losing your 

soul.

New 
understanding, 

new approaches, 
new hope.

Short 
devotions to 
affi rm and 

encourage.  
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News
IN BRIEF
Hooded robes needed
A SerieS of comedy YouTube videos 
has inspired a fundraising Christmas 
concert with a difference at St James 
Church, Aston, near Bampton in 
oxfordshire.
   The Silent Monks flip over cards rather 
than singing the words to the hallelujah 
Chorus in an hilarious performance that 
cannot be properly described in a short 
news story. 
   But to make the performance work, the 
village choir needs to source 14 hooded 
robes to wear on stage. 
   The robes are needed for the Friday 
evening concert and can be returned 
to their owners if they are needed for 
Sunday morning services. 
   The concert is one of the last parts 
of fundraising for a £20,000 scheme to 
install a toilet and kitchen in St James’s 
Church. it takes place on Friday 21 
December at 7pm and admission is £4 
on the door. if you can lend the choir 
some hooded robes email the revd 
David Lloyd on revdjlloyd@hotmail.co.uk 
or call Liz Wiltshire on 01993 850989.

Women Bishops
AS The Door was going to press the 
Church of england was gearing up 
for a vote on legislation to allow the 
consecration of women bishops at 
general Synod.
   A full report of proceedings will be 
uploaded to www.oxford.anglican.
org/the-door as soon as the vote is 
completed.

Buy a Brick raises £10k 
for new classroom

The Bishop of Dorchester, the rt revd 
Colin Fletcher opened a new classroom 
at St Laurence’s Ce primary School 
in Warborough, in oxfordshire as the 
December edition of the Door was going 
to press.
   Villagers raised £10,000 towards the 
£150,000 new classroom which has 
been built because the school has grown 
from 41 pupils in 2010 to 87 in 2012. 
The bricks were £10 each. 
   headteacher, nicole Cooper, said: 
“The new classroom was mainly funded 
by the Diocese but some of the money 
was raised by the community. The bricks 
were bought by parents, grandparents 
and aunts and uncles as well as local 
people. We did a leaflet drop to every 
house in the village and and this was the 
outcome. 
   “having this space really benefits the 
school as it means we don’t have to have 
mixed Key Stages and helps us keep 
nice, small classes.”

Interfaith film launched

YOUNG people from different faith 
backgrounds voiced their opinions on two 
DVDs made as part of an interfaith project 
in the Oxford Diocese.

The project, launched at General Synod  
as the December edition of the Door was 
going to press, came out of a conference 
organised for National Interfaith Week 
2010. It was arranged by the Oxford 
Diocesan Committee for Interfaith 
Concerns (ODCIC) in collaboration with 
Churches Together in Berkshire and 
other Thames Valley interfaith groups.

There ensued a discussion between 
people of various ages and faith traditions 
and organisers wished they had recorded 
it. It was such a success that the South 
East England Faiths Forum and the 
Baines Foundation provided funding for 
two DVDs, recorded at Slough Grammar 
School in September last year. 

Slough has the highest proportion of 
people of different faiths in the UK and 
students at the school are from families 
from South Asia — India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The films 
were produced by Slough based media 
charity Art Beyond Belief. The first DVD 
The Event, includes an introduction by 
Dr Hugh Boulter, Honorary Secretary 
of ODCIC, Professor Nesbitt’s talk and 

feedback from students at the end of the 
day. 

The second DVD, Group Discussions, 
covers eight groups as they discuss the 
issues which Professor Nesbitt had raised. 
They include such topics as: Dress as 
Identity; Multiple Identities & Religion 
as Identity; Identity Conflict; Language 
& Identity; Parents, Religion & Culture; 
Place and Identity; Caste, Class and the 
Influence of School.

Diocesan Synod was told in November: 
“The importance of these unique films 
is that they show sixth form students 
and others talking frankly about sensitive 
issues to do with faith and identity, 
listening with respect and disagreeing 
firmly but politely. It is a model of inter-
faith encounter. Secondly it shows the 
students, not losing their faith, but 
using their faith to engage with the 
challenges of modern British society 
and generating new understandings. 
It also shows of course that there are 
considerable variations within different 
faith traditions.” These DVDs have 
applications in schools and colleges but 
also in inter-faith groups and single faith 
groups. The material has been trialled in 
all these different situations and has been 
warmly welcomed.

THE Revd Martin Gorick, Vicar of 
Stratford-upon-Avon has been appointed 
as Archdeacon of Oxford and Residentiary 
Canon of Christ Church. 

Martin, 50, was born in Liverpool, grew 
up in Nottingham, worked in London 
and Taunton and studied in Cambridge 
and Oxford. He was ordained in Durham 
in 1987. He served as Chaplain to the 
former Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries from 1991 to 1994,  
before moving to a first incumbency in 
the Birmingham Diocese. 

There he became Area Dean before 
being appointed to his current post in 
2001. His role includes looking after 
Shakespeare’s Grave, which attracts 
250,000 visitors each year, and serving as 
chaplain to the RSC. Martin will take up 
his post after Easter next year. He  says, 
“I’m very much looking forward to being 
in Oxford Diocese again, with all its 
challenges and opportunities. I will have a 
lot to learn in this new post, but hopefully 
a good deal to offer as Archdeacon.”  

Bishop John says: “I’m delighted that 
Martin is to join us as Archdeacon of 

Oxford. He brings wisdom, warmth, 
imagination, and a wealth of experience.” 

Martin is married to Katharine who is 
currently a teacher for Visually Impaired 
children in Warwickshire. They have 
three children, Sam 21, Lydia 18 and 
Anna 16. 

Welcome to Archdeacon Martin

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1212

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

• Plumbing, electrical
• Handyman & more

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

- The 50plus - 

Visit the web site for offers
• Free estimates  • Friendly advice
• Pensioner discount   • NICEIC registered
• Gas Safe service in most areas
• Serving domestic & business customers of all ages

Showers, bathrooms and 
kitchens supplied and fitted

To Advertise in The Door 
Please Call

01752225623



the Door  December 20126

December prayer diary
 

Prayer to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 
 
SATURDAY 1: World Aids Day: 90,000 
uK citizens who are hiV positive. The disease 
devastes families across the world.  
The Deanery of Maidenhead and 
Windsor: Michael Smith (Area Dean), Martin 
Chandler (Lay Chair), John Sykes (Secretary) 
and Jim Tucker (Treasurer) - Developing 
the Deanery Mission Action plan. Deanery 
and parish treasurers seeking to sustain 
a collaborative way of working. parishes 
working with local schools.  
 
MONDAY 3: Bray with Braywood: 
richard Cowles and the outreach work with 
baptism families. The organ project. The 
Diocese of Katsina, Kaduna, nigeria - Bishop 
Jonathan Bamaiyi. 
 
TUESDAY 4: Burchetts Green: Keith 
nichols, Dilys Woodmore, Tina Molyneux, 
Teresa Kennard. re-envisioning mission to the 
parish. 
 
WEDNESDAY 5: Cox Green: Joan hicks. 
new bereavement support group - that it 
will gel together and that bereaved people 
will find comfort and support. The ‘open the 
Book’ team going into local schools.

THURSDAY 6: Clewer and Dedworth: 
Louise Brown. The porch - a community café 
and ministry hub offering drugs counselling, 
citizen’s advice, relate and supporting 
Alzheimers carers and Christians Against 
poverty. 

FRIDAY 7: Furze Platt: Mark Balfour, Beth 
honey, pat and Brian rose, Ben Dale, edna 
Conibear. The open Church project as the 
contractors’ part nears completion and the fit-
out work begins in 2013 and for the leading 
of Jesus in how the new church centre is 
used. The congregation’s continued ministry 
into the hospital and nursing centre. Ministry 
in local schools, including the two ‘open the 
Book’ teams and that we learn more about 
what it means to abide in Christ. 

SATURDAY 8: Maidenhead All Saints 
Boyne Hill: Jeremy harris, Deborah Davison, 
elizabeth Bryson. For the mission course 
Finding your Passion in the Larchfield area.  
 
MONDAY 10: Maidenhead St Andrew 
and St Mary Magdalene: Will Stileman, 
Andrew Kearns, Sam Allberry, ruth Knight, 
Jill palfrey. The Connect project - helping 
the project rainbow at White Waltham with 
facilities and a church-plant; appointment of 
an evangelist; redevelopment to the interface 
of the building with the high Street. 
 
TUESDAY 11: Maidenhead St Luke: 
Sally Lynch, Terrie robinson, Sonya Clarke, 
noeline page. Work with children and young 
people; introduction of Messy Church; 
admission of children to holy Communion 
before confirmation and an effective use of 
physical and people resources in mission and 
outreach to the parish.  

WEDNESDAY 12: New Windsor Team: 
Ainsley Swift, Mary Barnes, Margaret 
Bird, John Quick. negotiations regarding 
the sharing of church buildings with other 
churches. new developments in ministry to 
visitors at the parish church.

THURSDAY 13: Old Windsor: Mary 
Barnes, Miriam Caminer. Space to 
accommodate growing Sunday children’s 
groups and to start a 7+ group.  raising up 
the right team to develop work within the 
church schools. 
 
FRIDAY 14: The Cookhams: Michael 
Smith, nick plant, Andrew Thomas, Charles 
Walmsley. Children preparing to receive first 
communion at Christmas. The rendezvous 
project which supports Alzheimers patients 
and their carers. The building project at 
Cookham Dean and the restoration work at 
Cookham.  

SATURDAY 15: Waltham St Lawrence:  
Keeping the church alive during the 
interregnum and thanksgiving for the 
completion of the church lighting project.

MONDAY 17: White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: David Andrew, Carole 
perkins. The Christmas Jubilee event 
tomorrow evening. The long running building 
project, project rainbow. Sharing ministry 
with local Methodists. 

TUESDAY 18: The Deanery of Chipping 
Norton:  Jan Fielden (Area Dean); Mark 
Abrey, Stephen Weston (Assistant Area 
Deans), Amanda gafford (Lay Chair), James 
Walmsley (Secretary) and Michael Waring 
(Treasurer).  pray for Jan Fielden the newly 
appointed Area Dean and her role in leading 
the pastoral re-organisation of the Deanery.

WEDNESDAY 19: Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: Judy French, Jan Fielden, 
penny nairne. For growth following the 
trauma of fire, smoke and water damage 
to Charlbury Church and for the farming 
community around Shorthampton. 

THURSDAY 20: Chipping Norton Team:  
Stephen Weston, David Salter, Andrew 
Keith, elizabeth Mann, esther Lockley, 
emma Bayley. For Stephen and family as 
he prepares to move to exeter Diocese, 
for those on whom new responsibilities will 
fall during the interregnum and for the new 
Team rector and all those involved in the 
discernment and process of appointment. 
 
FRIDAY 21: Great Tew with Little Tew 
and Over with Nether Worton: peter Silva.  
For continued growth and co-operation in the 
four churches in the benefice. 

SATURDAY 22: Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton: John 
Acreman, Wendy Cunningham and Janet 
Collins. pray for god’s gracious ruling with 
regard to replenishing finances after major 
building projects. pray for the Youth outreach 
project. 
 
MONDAY 24: Christmas Eve - Forest 
Edge: paul Mansell, Brian Ford and Sarah 
Jones. The pCCs and Churchwardens. Those 
who are sick within the benefice and for the 
involvement of young people, particularly the 
Brownies. 

TUESDAY 25: Christmas Day - Nativity 
of our Lord. Wychwood:  Kate Stacey 
and Anne hartley. The Benefice Centre 
established seven months ago. Sixteen 
confirmation candidates, seven of whom 
could become a Youth group and six a home 
group.

WEDNESDAY 26: The Chase: Mark Abrey 
and Andy Thayer. The development of closer 
links between churches and village schools.  
guidance of the holy Spirit in working closely 
together engaging with the local communities.  

THURSDAY 27: All Licensed Lay Ministers 
in the Diocese. pray that through this 
Christmas period we will faithfully proclaim 
the gospel of Christ.  

FRIDAY 28: Holy Innocents Day -  
pray that those who visit or worship 
occasionally will find a welcome in our 
churches and the love of god that transcends 
all love. 
 
SATURDAY 29: All clergy in the 
Diocese: pray that after the busy time of 
Christmas they will find time for their families 
and friends and to relax and allow god to 
re-energise them.  
 
MONDAY 31: New Year’s Eve - 
Diocesan Church House: give thanks for 
the way that our Diocesan office serves the 
mission for all our churches. 
 

 The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

SUNDAY 2: Advent 1 - The Archdeacon of Oxford 
(designate), Martin Gorick. As Martin, Katharine, Sam, Lydia and 
Anna celebrate their last Christmas in Stratford-upon-Avon and 
prepare to move to oxford for easter.  
 
SUNDAY 9: Advent 2 - The Bishop of Dorchester, Colin 
Fletcher: Bishop Colin is expecting a second grandchild around 
Christmas. please pray for a safe delivery.  pray for the village 
churches that they may build on the huge opportunities of the 
Christmas period with 50% and more of many villagers being in 
church over that season, that they would meet with the Living Christ. 
 
SUNDAY 16: Advent 3 - The Bishop of Buckingham, Alan 
Wilson: please pray for the new oxford nandyal education Trust 
as it achieves charitable status, and gets down to work with Church 

schools in our link diocese. pray for Archdeacon Karen and other 
colleagues on sabbatical leave this autumn - that god will bless them 
on their travels and refresh them in their ministries. 

SUNDAY 23: Advent 4 - The Bishop of Reading,  
Andrew Proud:  pray that Bishop Andrew may continue to develop  
fruitful relationships, across the county, with community-based 
organisations. give thanks that Bishop Andrew’s successor in 
ethiopia, Bishop grant, has now been installed. pray for those clergy 
who are taking a post-Christmas break. 
 
SUNDAY 30: Christmas 2 - The Bishop of Oxford, John 
Pritchard: pray for Bishop John’s coming sabbatical, that it may be 
productive and refreshing, and for the Diocesan pilgrimage to the 
holy Land in February. 

SUNDAYS

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

Advertising feature  

Age UK warn elderly
to keep warm

To coincide with the Big 
Energy Saving Week 
earlier this year Age UK 
warned the elderly to 
keep warm.
Michelle Mitchell, Charity 
Director General of 
Age UK, said: ‘Every 
increase in energy bills 
puts more households 
in fuel poverty and 
a large percentage 
of these will be older 
households. Switching 
off the heating is not the 
right response - there 
is a lot of scientific 
evidence that shows 
that cold homes (where 
the living room is less 
than 21 degrees, and 
other rooms less than 18 
degrees) can seriously 
endanger health, 
especially for older 
people.
‘Age UK is supporting 
Big Energy Saving Week 
because older people 
are affected by energy 
price increases and by 

living in a cold home. It 
is crucial that everyone 
knows how to access 
the help and support 
they are entitled to 
this winter. Big Energy 
Saving Week is about 
just that - aiming to 
provide people with 
the help and support 
to check tariffs, switch 
suppliers and insulate 
homes.
‘However there is also 
much more work for 
the Government, local 
government, and the 
energy companies to 
do. Fuel poverty and the 
associated issues are 
getting worse and this 
will remain the focus of 
Age UK’s campaigning 
this winter.’
For further information 
and advice from Age 
UK on reducing your 
energy bills call us 
on 0800 169 65 65 or 
visit www.ageuk.org.uk/
energyweek.



the Door december 2012 7

From providing hot meals 
for vulnerable youngsters to 
teaching Christian values at an 
early age, there is plenty going 
on in this Diocese for children 

and young people, but can we do more?  
   In a joint project for 2013 Anne 
Davey, Diocesan Director of Education 
and the Revd Dr Michael Beasley, 
Director of Mission are hoping to 
provide support for our work with young 
people in a rapidly changing world. 
The scheme marks the first time the 
Mission and Education departments 
have joined forces. They will be inviting 
church youth and children’s workers, 
headteachers, clergy, licensed lay 
ministers and others to share stories and 
expertise.
   Anne and Michael said: “Working out 
how to be good news for young people 
is among the greatest opportunities 
and most serious challenges facing our 
schools and churches today. Please do 
come and be part of the conversation.”
   The new Oxford Diocese Schools 
Multi Academy Trust was set up to 
provide expertise and resources to CofE 
schools that convert into academies. 
The Diocese also recently launched 
the Family Friendly Church Awards – 
a scheme designed to help churches 
engage better with children and young 
people. 

       

Annabel Brown became headteacher 
of Appleton CofE Primary School in 
September. She said: “We made a list of 
Christian values. Each week the school 
focuses on a specific value, getting older 
children to lead their own assemblies 
based on those values. ‘Having fun’ was 
one of them and the focus was really 
good. The children realised that you 
have to be fair to have fun, otherwise it 
is not fun for everyone.”

The school has close links to the 
village church with the vicar visiting 
once a week. It also has close links with 
the community, distributing Harvest 
Festival boxes to older people and 
taking any left over goods to a local food 
bank.  People from the local community 
were invited in for the Macmillan 
Cancer Care Big Coffee Morning. 
Annabel said: “The school has quite 
an impact on the community, bringing 
traffic into the village so we try to do 

some good in the village to offset that.  
Classes take place with open doors so 
teachers can watch their colleagues and 
get ideas for their own lessons and the 
school officially shares good practise 
with others in the area.” 

Carole Galvin, Family and Children’s 
Worker from St Mary’s Church, Thame, 
has spent the last three years working 
to help the church become more family 
orientated.  “People are coming to us 
because we have a reputation for being 
welcoming,” she said. “We’ve seen a 
particular increase in families coming 
with very small children. Our Sunday 
morning children’s work begins with the 
under twos. We have parents who come 
with them and stay with them and we 
are trying to develop that work.”

The Revd Alan Bradford, from the 
Warfield Benefice in Berkshire, said 
his Benefice has two weekly parent and 
toddler groups, one attracting up to 
30 people and another attracting up to 
60, each week.   They have a carpeted 
crèche area that is used every Sunday for 
their 9.15am service in Holy Trinity and 

all three churches in the benefice have a 
Sunday school. 

He said: “We are looking at our 
welcome, for example simple things like 
encouraging our welcomers to open 
both of the church doors when parents 
come with prams and buggies. We are 
looking at having more children’s songs 
with instruments so that they can be 

more part of the service. We are also 
working towards letting young people 
have the chance to create a service they 
can lead themselves.”

Below are details of the events across 
the Diocese. Experts from the Mission 
and Education departments will be on 
hand to offer advice and input at each 
event. 

Family

Good news for young people
how can churches and church 
schools continue to be good 
news for young people in a rapidly 
changing world? The Door shares 
some examples and details of a 
new project that aims to help us to 
do even more. 

CHILDREN who could face up to six weeks without 
a cooked meal were served up bangers and mash and 
roast chicken dinners thanks to volunteers from a 
Buckinghamshire church.

Friends from St Peter and St Paul’s Church in 
Buckingham seized the chance to provide food and 
activities for up to 10 children aged five to 11 from 
vulnerable families during the school holidays. Some of 
the youngsters have caring responsibilities within their own 
families.

Christine Barrell, who volunteers for the Churches 
Together in Buckingham Children’s club, which meets 
after school during term time, said: “Following on from our 
Home Group following a study on ‘Is there really poverty in 
Great Britain today’, I was driving into Aylesbury thinking 
I should try and find something I could get involved in 
during the school holidays. I heard a piece on Radio Five 
Live about child poverty and how in the summer holidays 
children who receive free school dinners can go without 
hot meals.

“I mentioned it at house group and emailed my vicar, 
and was put in touch with the Specialist Community Public 
Health Nurse at our NHS Primary Care Trust (PCT). She 
told me that there was a huge need for support for children 
and young carers in Buckingham and the surrounding 
villages.

“From the course and from the radio article I felt this was 
what God was telling us to do. I knocked on the relevant 
doors and they opened and it’s been fantastic. The main 
emphasis is for the children to have a hot meal, but we also 
have crafts for the children to make and take home, games 
to join in with and a small goodie bag to take home.”

One of the mums whose two boys go to the club said: “My 
boys love coming to the club at the church, they really look 
forward to it and love the various activities and the meals 
and puddings! It’s a great club for the kids and they were 
really pleased with all the things they brought home”.

Families were referred to the scheme by the PCT and 
during the summer holidays, it was trialled on three 
Thursdays, with up to 10 children enjoying activities and 
tucking into a healthy hot meal. This was followed up 
during the autumn half term, with 12 children, and it 
is hoped that it will become a permanent feature of the 
school holidays in the future. And Anne Hamilton, the 
children’s worker at St Peter and St Paul’s, is looking to put 
on something similar for children aged 12 to 16. Christine 
added: “It’s been a huge success so far and we really hope 
it will expand. This has been so easy to set up and run, it’s 
just a case of us actually acting on what God is calling us to 
do, I would really encourage others to take a step of faith 
and try it in their own towns.”

Photo: Istock

The good news for Children and Young people events will take place at: 
East Berkshire deaneries: 10am-4pm, Friday 1 February, greyfriars, reading, 
7.30pm-9.30pm; Thursday 7 February, ranelagh School, Bracknell
West Berkshire deaneries: Daytime: 10am-4pm, Wednesday 6 February, Civic Centre, 
Didcot; 7pm-9pm, Tuesday 5 February, King Alfred’s Academy, Wantage
North Buckinghamshire deaneries: 10am-4pm, Tuesday 12 February, Christ the 
Cornerstone, MK; 7pm-9pm, Thursday 14 March, Christ the Cornerstone, MK
South Buckinghamshire deaneries: 10am-4pm, Monday 11 February, St James, 
gerrards Cross; 7.30pm-9.30pm, Monday 11 March, St James, gerrards Cross
North Oxfordshire deaneries: 10am-4pm, Tuesday 19 February, St John the evangelist, 
Carterton; 7pm-9pm, Wednesday 13 March, Marlborough School, Woodstock
South Oxfordshire deaneries: 10am-4pm, Monday 18 February, St Mary’s Church, 
Thame; 7pm-9pm, Tuesday 12 March, Lord William’s School, Thame

Come along and find out more:

‘Working out how to be 
good news for young people 
is among the greatest 
opportunities and most 
serious challenges facing our 
schools and churches today.’
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Feature

Object 8: Stone Rose from Martin Luther’s 
House in Wittenberg (Prof Johannes 
Schilling, Kiel University, Germany)

The ‘Luther Rose’ is the symbol of Lutheranism. It was Luther’s own seal, used to 
author documents, and designed for him at the request of Prince John Frederick 
in 1530. An expression of his own theology, the black cross reminded Luther 

of the salvation wrought by Christ in the crucifixion. Although it is black, it does not 
change the colour of the heart, but keeps it alive. It is surrounded by a white rose to 
show the comfort, joy and peace that the world cannot give (white being the colour of 
the angels). The rose is set in blue, symbolizing the heavenly future joy that awaits us, 
and this is encompassed by a golden ring that shows us that this glory is eternal, and is 
precious beyond all goods that this world can offer. Johannes Schilling uses the rose in 
his talk to explain the origins of Luther’s convictions and the dramatic beginnings of 
the German Reformation in 1517.

Object 9: ‘Mad meg’ by pieter bruegel the elder (Dr Sarah Apetrei, 
Lecturer in Ecclesiastical history, 
University of Oxford). 

Bruegel’s nightmarish vision of hell, being pillaged by the 
folk-hero ‘Mad Meg’, illustrates the darker past of Western 
Christianity, especially its confrontation with evil, and its 

attempts to understand and control female nature. In this session, 
Dr Sarah Apetrei, a lecturer in Ecclesiastical History at Oxford, 
interested in spirituality and gender in the early modern world, 
explored the Church’s demons in the age of the Reformation and 
witch crazes, through an examination of the literature, art and 
legal structures which manifested the deep anxieties and conflicts 
at the heart of European society. Dr Apetrei suggested that ‘Mad 
Meg’ might be seen as an apocalyptic landscape at a time of 
political upheaval in the Western Church, arising out of a fear that 
the forces of the Devil were at work. It shows perhaps the fear of 
unruly women in the cosmic, political and domestic realms in this 
turbulent period.

Object 10: Spoon from the 
solovetsky islands (Xenia Dennen, 
Chair of the keston Institute)

This spoon from the Solovetsky Islands of Russia has the 
words ‘A blessing from the Solovetsky Monastery’ written 
on it. The Solovetsky Monastery was founded in the second 

quarter of the 15th century, and by the end of the 16th had 
become one of the most important religious centres in Russia, also acting as Russia’s northernmost fortress in the White Sea. It was 
also one of the monasteries that supported the views of the so-called Old Believers in the 17th century schism. This break-up followed 
the reforms that were introduced by Patriach Nikon in 1653, which had sought to establish uniformity between Greek and Russian 
Orthodox religious practices. The Solovki Monastery ejected the Tsar’s representatives, and held out for eight years against his forces. 
Xenia Dennen explained the origins of the Old Believers and their place in Russia’s contemporary religious life.

Object 11: The Spectacles of John Keble (The Bishop of Gibraltar, Dr 
Geoffrey Rowell)

On 14 July 1833, a young Oxford don rose to the pulpit of 
the University Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Oxford and 
preached a sermon that would come to mark the beginning 

of one of the most significant religious movements in English, and 
Anglican, church history - the so-called ‘Oxford Movement’. This 
celebrated campaign by a group of Oxford dons has come to be 
associated with increased ritual in public worship and neo-Gothic 
architecture, but for John Keble, John Henry Newman, Edward Pusey 
and others at Oxford in the early 19th century, their efforts did not 
originate in concern for a religious aesthetic, but from a deeply 
held concern for the sustenance of the Christian’s credal commitment to the ‘catholic and apostolic Church’ in an age of reform and 
revolution across Europe. Geoffrey Rowell brought Keble’s spectacles to Deddington and using poetry and historical narrative explored 
the lasting significance of the Oxford Movement.

A history of Christianity
 The revd Dr Daniel inman collates the second of a two part feature based on a series 
of talks by experts, each presenting one object and explaining how it opens up an aspect 
of the development of Christianity. 

ONLINE

Travel Insurance

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

IMPORTANT NOTICE
HURRY - Price increases are due in January 2013 

Buy your insurance by December 2012 and get last years 
price and you could save up to £50.

Please note age restrictions apply to annual cover only

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Youth Centre

Holidays at Home

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

To Advertise in 
The Door 
Please Call

01752
225623
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Feature

Object 12: william colenso’s printing press (The Revd Dr 
William Whyte, st john’s college, Oxford and Assistant 
Curate of Kidlington)

Dr Whyte’s contribution was about two men and one object. The men were cousins and Victorian 
missionaries, John and William Colenso. One went to New Zealand and the other to South Africa; 
and both took with them a printing press. With it, they published the Bible in Maori and Zulu for the 

very first time. Yet their lives then took a turn for the worse. William was publicly disgraced by his affair with a 
Maori woman while John, although a bishop, found his views condemned as heresy by his own Church. The 
story of the two men and their printing press thus tells us much about the global expansion of Christianity in 
the 19th century - its success and the problems it produced. 

Object 13: ww1 burial cross of 2nd lieutenant w.s. 
gardner (Canon George Pattison, Lady Margaret 
Professor of Divinity)

The 20th century saw some of the bloodiest and most devastating conflicts in human 
history, and often between supposedly Christian nations. The slaughter of millions on 
the Western Front between 1914 and 1918, in particular, devastated the confidence of 

Christianity in Europe, and prompted a wholesale reconsideration of the nation-state’s trinity 
of King, God and Country. In this talk, Canon Pattison considered his great uncle’s burial place 
in France to reflect upon the effects of global warfare upon Christianity in the 20th century, 
especially in the writings of three thinkers: Woodbine Willie, Teilhard de Chardin, and Paul 
Tillich. 

Object 14: Church of the east stele (Martin Palmer, Secretary-
general of the alliance of religions and conservation)

The Church of the East Stele is also known as the Nestorian Stone. Dated 781 AD it tells the story of the arrival 
and spread of Christianity in China in beautiful Chinese poetry and includes a fascinating version of the 
Gospel working with Christian, Taoist, Buddhist and Confucian imagery and terminology. In terms of Christian 

history, the Stele is deeply significant. It conveys a form of Christianity that taught Original Goodness not Original 
Sin. It was a non-power based form of early Christianity unlike the Roman Empire and Christianity and as such 
offered a completely different way of being Christian; it had women ministers, was largely vegetarian and refused to 
own slaves - unlike, for example, Buddhist monasteries in China. The Stele also has the best preserved texts from 
the Church of the East, which from the Fifth century to the 13th century was two to three times bigger in terms 
of numbers than the Church of the West and spread at its height from present day Iraq through Iran, the Arabian 
Peninsula, East Africa, Iran, the Central Steppes, Afghanistan, India, China, Mongolia to Japan and Korea. Its history 
is almost unknown in the West.

Object 15: Statue of Christ the King in swiebodzin, poland (The Revd Dan 
Inman, curate of deddington with Barford, Clifton 
and Hempton. 

Completed in 2010, and 33 metres tall (108 feet), the statue of Christ the King towers over 
the small town of Swiebodzin in western Poland and claims to be the largest statute of Jesus 
in the world, even beating its more celebrated peer, Christ the Redeemer, in Rio de Janeiro. 

Hoping that the statue will attract pilgrims from across the country, the local priest Sylwester 
Zawadski who championed its construction, claimed the statue would bring many pilgrims - and 
economic revivals - to the town. A mighty edifice, it speaks of the strength of Christian life in 
post-communist Europe. With apparently weak foundations, however, some structural engineers 
believe that the statue will collapse in a matter of decades. This gloomy prognosis for that statute 
mirrors the forecasts of some sociologists who doubt the long-term strength of Catholicism and 

Orthodoxy in the East. Taking the statue as our final 
object, however, Daniel Inman suggests that such 
virile faith may come to be the norm in European 
Christianity during the next one hundred years, not 
least because of demographic trends; the triumph of 
secularism is far from assured.

A history of Christianity
in 15 Objects (Part two)

ONLINE
To find out more see 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk and 
www.youtube.com/users/
historychristianity

NatioNal 
Fruit 
SpecialiStS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of quality bespoke 
 Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk

Crested Newt Computing
Local, friendly computer help

Websites for your church, 
parish or charity. 

• Websites for every budget.

• Bespoke to meet your 
needs.

• New design, re-design, 
update design. 

Talk to the Newt about your website: 
Phone Phil Ireland on (01488) 658767 or email 
phil.ireland@CrestedNewtComputing.co.uk
www.CrestedNewtComputing.co.uk

www.familiesfi rstmagazine.com

To subscribe or to give

T: 020 7222 5533 
E: familiesfi rst@themothersunion.org

Give Families First as a Gift
• Every issue ecourages strong 

marriages, good parenting & 
active faith

• Six issues for £15* - a great gifts 
wich lasts all year

*Contact the Families First offi ce for subscription prices 
for Mothers’ Union Members and recipients outside the UK

To Advertise in The Door 
Please Call

01752225623
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Become a member 
of your local hospital trust

• Do you have an interest in health and healthcare?
• Would you like to have a say on the way our services are 

developed?
• Would you like to be invited to events about local 

developments in healthcare?
• Would you like to be able to elect members of our 

Council of Governors (or stand to be one)?

If you answer ‘Yes’ to any of the above, 
we want you to be part of our future.

The John Radcliffe and Churchill Hospitals and Nuffi eld 
Orthopaedic Centre in Oxford, and the Horton General 
Hospital in Banbury make up Oxford University Hospitals 
NHS Trust (OUH).  

We are applying to become an NHS Foundation Trust in 2013.  

To fi nd out more and to become a member visit www.ouh.nhs.
uk/ft or call 01865 743491 for a membership form.

Membership is free!

CLEANER NEEDED to help nice American lady, 
Central Oxford, one afternoon per month for 5 hours. Free 
parking. Must be willing to train, & follow instructions. 
Two (2) character references & CRB check prior to hiring. 
Kindly e-mail the following to tjst954@btinternet.com: 
(1) Your name, (2) your address, (3) your phone number, 
and (4) names & phone #’s of two character references. 
Many thanks!

Church Restoration (UK) Ltd

Church Restoration (UK) ltd

Email: churchrestorationltd@hotmail.com

To 
Advertise in 
The Door 
Please Call

01752 
225623
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in December 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by 
post to Church house.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 30 November 2012.

SATURDAY 1 DECEMBER 
 
APPLETON: Church Bazaar from 2pm - 
4pm in the village hall. Various interesting 
stalls and home-made teas.  
 
READING: Christmas market in aid 
of the Duchess of Kent hospice from 
2pm - 3.30pm at All Saints Church hall, 
Downshire Square. Details 0118 958 
4131. 
 
SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER 
 
TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen (jointly 
with St george’s) Advent carol service 
at 6pm.  
 
COOKHAM: Advent carol service at 
holy Trinity Church at 6.30pm.  
 
WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER 
 
TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen Church 
Christmas concert ‘The Christmas Story’ 
and carols at 7.30pm with the reading 
concert singers. Admission £8 (£4 under 
16’s). Details 0118 942 5290. 
 
FRIDAY 7 DECEMBER 
 
GREAT MISSENDEN: Christmas tree 
festival at St peter and St paul’s begins 
today until 12 December. Details from 
01494 862352. 
 
TILEHURST: Christmas market at St 
Michael’s Church hall from 6pm - 9pm. 
There will be lots of stalls with handmade 
gifts and cards plus have a go at making 
your own pottery. Details 07793 815 
124. 
 
SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 
 
CHINNOR: Christmas tree festival at St 
Andrew’s Church begins today at 11am 
 until Sunday 16 December. There will be 

over 25 real and artifical trees. email 
nrhm@btinternet.com for details. 
 
SUNDAY 9 DECEMBER 
 
DORCHESTER:  A carol concert for 
pACT (parents and Children Together) 
will be held at Dorchester Abbey at 
5pm. Tickets are free and available from 
www.pactcharity.org/carols  
 

WEDNESDAY 12 
DECEMBER 
 
WHITLEY: St Agnes Church 
Christmas concert ‘The Christmas 
Story’ and carols with the reading 
concert singers at 7.30pm. Admission 
£8 (£4 under 16s). Details 0118 942 
5290. 
 
OXFORD: The Council for Christians 
and Jews annual hannukah film 
evening will be held at the oxford 
Jewish Centre, Jericho at 7.30pm. 
Traditional latkas and doughnuts will 
be served with the hannukah Lighting. 
email cjrelations@ccj.org.uk for details. 
 
SATURDAY 15 DECEMBER 
 
READING: Christmas market in aid 
of charity at All Saints Church hall, 
Downshire Square (admission free). 
Details 0118 958 4131. 
 
WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER 
 
TURVILLE: hambleden Valley, near 
henley. healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER 
 
SUTTON COURTENAY: Taizé by 

Candlelight at The Abbey begins at 
7.30pm. Details www.theabbey.uk.com 
 
FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER 
 
OXFORD: ‘Christmas by Candlelight’ 
at Christ Church Cathedral at 8pm. A 
chance to hear the Cathedral singers 
perform plus sing your favourite carols. 
Tickets £12 (£10 conc). Available on the 
door or from www.ticketsoxford.com or 
phone 01865 305305. 
 
SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER 
 
OXFORD: ‘Journey to Bethlehem’ - An 
all age Christmas journey through the 
Cathedral,  passing by Mary’s house, 
the shepherd’s fields and arriving in 
Bethlehem in time for the first Christmas. 
Begins at 12 noon at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Details 01865 276155. 
 
SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER 
 
TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen 
Christmas carol service at 6pm.  
 
TUESDAY 25 DECEMBER 
 
COOKHAM: holy Trinity Church 
Christmas carol service by candlelight in 
aid of The Children’s Society at 6.30pm.

Courses and special events

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee 
in priory room); 11.15am Sung eucharist; 6pm evensong.
 
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am holy 
Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) holy Communion; 
6pm evensong (Thursday Sung eucharist 6pm).
 
SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS: 23 
December at 6pm and Christmas eve at 3pm. Tickets 
available in advance from the Cathedral.  
 
CHRISTMAS EVE: Midnight eucharist at 11.30pm. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY: 8am holy Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.15am Sung eucharist; 6pm evening prayer.

Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk
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Parish Magazine Workshop: Do you need new 
ideas on content or advice on layout?  Come and join 
our workshop on Saturday 1 December from 10am - 
3.30pm at Diocesan Church house.  Cost £10 (incl 
lunch).  email debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org or 
phone 01865 208225 to book your place.  
 
Introduction to Mindfulness: This session will take 
place at The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay on Saturday 1 
December from 10am - 2pm. Join a small group to learn 
about and experience Mindfulness-Based Cognitive 
Therapy (MBCT), which is also recommended by 
doctors for increased well-being.  Cost £50. Advance 
booking required. Details at www.theabbey.uk.org or 
phone 01235 847401.

Reflections with Merton for Advent with Revd 
Gary Hall: This informal day will include reflections on 
engaging with Merton now, a simple eucharist, lunch 
and a chance to meet and talk.   All are welcome.  it 
takes place at The Milner hall, Winchester from 11am 
- 3pm. Cost £20 or £25 for non-member.  Details from 
www.thomasmertonsociety.org.uk

Days for Women at Highmoor Hall - An Advent 
preparation - God with us: A quiet, reflective day led 
by revd Keith green to be held at The Spring, highmoor 
hall, henley-on-Thames on Thursday 6 December from 
10am - 3.30pm. Suggested donation: £20 (includes 
lunch). Book your place by phoning 01491 641112 or 
email amandaconnected@yahoo.com

Over 60 years of  
retirement housing...

With supported housing, nursing and dementia care, 
the Church of England Pensions Board provides 
security and peace of mind in retirement to those 
who have given their lives towards helping others 
in the name of Christ, including Clergy Widows and 

Licensed Lay Workers.

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work.

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN

The Church of England Pensions Board (TD 12/12)
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS

Tel: 020 7898 1808
Web: www.cepb.org.uk/appeals

Email: cepbappeals@churchofengland.org

Registered Charity Number: 236627

To Advertise in The Door 
Please Call

01752 225623



Marketplace FM stations in Stoke-on-
Trent, Plymouth and Teesside, with more 
to come. 
After ten years pioneering, three Cross 
Rhythms FM radio stations now exist in 
three UK cities, with the potential to role 
out more in the coming years. They do not 
sound like ‘church on air’; they engage in 
the marketplace of our UK cities, building 
bridges between local church and the wider 
community, bringing kingdom infl uence into 
the infl uential sectors of local education, 
politics, entertainment, arts, health, media and 
business. Feedback shows they are heard in 
taxis, hairdressers, doctor’s surgeries, petrol 

stations, dentists, building sites, bars, council 
offi ces and even Muslim owned shops and 
cafes. Your support is needed to plant new 
stations in other UK cities through kingdom 
partnerships.

I WANT TO HELP CROSS RHYTHMS HIT THEIR 6 IN 2013!
 I would like to make a one-off donation of £________________

I would like my donation to go towards (please tick one box):
Where It’s Needed Most       UK Youth       FM Community Radio
Media Training Centre    CR Bethlehem      CR Thailand     CR India

(20% of your gift will go into the charity’s core costs to support these projects, 80% will go directly to the project itself.
Should the project cease or no longer need finance, any remaining funds will go back into the work of the charity.)

 I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross Rhythms’)
Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a one off gift
Card number                           
Issue number_______   Expiry date_______       

Please send me information on making a regular donation as a Friend of Cross Rhythms          
Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list

Name:
Address:

Postcode:   Tel:
E-mail:

Please cut out this form and post it to: Cross Rhythms, FREEPOST MID 25798, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1BR. Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make 
a donation or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 

✁

HERE’S 6 AMAZING OPPORTUNITES TO HELP IMPACT YOUTH AND 
THOSE OUTSIDE OUR CHURCH WALLS IN THE COMING YEAR.

Reaching a youth generation through 
internet, social media, mobiles and 
online radio and tv. 
Riots, knife crime, suicides, unwanted 
pregnancies, gangs, gun crime, self harm...
our youth generation often make the news 
headlines with the symptoms of what is 
often linked to broken families, poor social 
communities and the lack of good fathering 
and Christian values. Cross Rhythms uses 
media to reach this generation, both inside 
and outside the church, helping reveal the 
heart of God as a ‘Father to the fatherless’, 
and encouraging them to fi nd their God-
given destiny. Your support is needed to 

keep developing the Cross Rhythms website, 
mobiles and new media abilities - tools that are 
vital to engage a youth generation where they 
‘hang out’.

UK YOUTH

FM COMMUNITY RADIO

MEDIA TRAINING CENTRE

CROSS RHYTHMS BETHLEHEMCROSS RHYTHMS THAILAND

CROSS RHYTHMS INDIA

Raising up future media missionaries and
training local disadvantaged youth.
Launched in September 2012, the Cross 
Rhythms Media Training Centre is an NOCN 
accredited base to train, equip and disciple 
the next generation of ‘media missionaries’. 
Young people from across the UK explore a
‘call’ to serve God in media, gaining 
accredited qualifi cations in a variety of media 
courses as well as invaluable work experience 
in a live FM radio setting. In addition, training 
in media, journalism, reception, administration 
and business skills are offered to local 
disadvantaged youth in partnership with the 
Job Centre Plus. Your support is needed to

purchase additional classroom equipment and 
to promote these courses across the UK.

Establishing an online community radio 
station for local Arab Palestinian youth.
For three years a Cross Rhythms radio 
show has been broadcast on the main FM 
commercial station in Bethlehem, reaching not 
only that city but into Jerusalem, Jericho and 
parts of Jordan! Currently it is the most
popular programme on that station - and more 
than 80% more popular than the next show 
- receiving feedback from both young Arabs 
and Jews on how much they like it! Following 
the endorsement of 11 Bethlehem church
leaders Cross Rhythms is working to set up a 
full-time, online, local community radio station 
specifi cally for Arab Palestinian youth; in a

property we started renting, just 5 minutes 
stroll from the Church of the Nativity in Manger 
Square. Your support is needed to complete 
the setting up of equipment, design a website 
and start broadcasting.

Supporting local Thai Christian, DJ Mark 
Kittikhun, with weekly programmes on 
FM Thai National Radio.
For one year, DJ Mark has been broadcasting 
in Thai the Cross Rhythms Thailand radio 
show. Amazingly it goes out every week on 
Thai National Radio across 7 regions. Recently 
the Buddhist station manager said they
wanted it to continue, and even attended 
a local church conference with 150 church 
leaders to endorse it. The same week, DJ 
Mark was invited to speak to 2000 young 
people at the local Technical College. After the
national anthem, raising of the Thai fl ag and 
a Buddhist meditation, DJ Mark shared all 

about the Cross Rhythms show. The manager 
has indicated that if successful she will 
recommend the show to go out on the full
national network at Thai National Radio 
(equivalent of the BBC), all across Thailand! 
Your support is needed to now market the 
show and develop a youth focused website.

Supporting local churches in Warangal to 
pioneer FM Community radio for Indian 
youth.
Young visionary Karunakar, with the backing 
of a dozen local church leaders, is fronting 
the vision to pioneer an FM community radio 
station to more than 2 million Indians, over 
90% being Hindu, in the city of Warangal. 
Cross Rhythms Warangal will fi rst launch as a 
weekly show on an existing local radio station 
whilst they develop the required infrastructure 
to become a full-time FM station. Youth 
focused programmes will cover community 
needs such as educational subjects, health 

issues and farming needs, all undergirded 
by Christian values and partnered with local 
churches. Your support is needed to now 
develop a website and purchase studio and 
offi ce equipment.

So, which one of these six amazing opportunities most resonates with your 
heart?  Which one would you like to partner with and help see it grow in 2013? 
For 30 years, Cross Rhythms has been pioneering media that will truly impact youth 
and the wider community for good. But only with your partnership and support will 
these pioneering opportunities fl ourish in 2013. Why not consider investing into a 
Kingdom project this year...

PI2127

registered charity no. 1069357

Advertisement Feature
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Feature

Living the faith

At the heart of Christianity, 
as every Christian knows, 
is faith. Christians believe 
that God loves us and is 
faithful to us. We respond 

by putting our faith in God and in Jesus 
Christ. Faith is a many-sided concept. 
It encompasses our commitment to 
seeking God, waiting on God and 
listening to God. It is our mystical sense 
of God’s presence and our trust in God’s 
presence even when we do not feel it. It 
is living as God in Christ commands and 
shows us how to live. 

In the New Testament, the Greek word 
which we translate ‘faith’ or ‘belief’ 
is pistis. Like its Latin equivalent fides, 
pistis has a wide range of meanings, 
including ‘trust’, ‘trustworthiness’, 
‘faithfulness’, ‘good faith’ and ‘belief’. 
Individual passages often resonate 
with multiple meanings. When Jesus 
proclaims: ‘Repent, and have faith in 
the good news,’ (Mark 1:15) he may 
mean, ‘Believe [that my news is true],’ 
or, ‘Put your trust [in what I say]’ – or 
both. When the master in the parable 
of the talents (Matt. 25:23) calls his 
slave ‘faithful’, he may mean that he is 
trustworthy or obedient, or both.

When modern Christians talk of 
faith, we are usually referring to our 
relationship with God. But as a gift of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5.22), pistis is also part 
of human relationships, so it is also 
worth reflecting on how we practise our 
faith in our daily interactions with other 
people.

The most basic meaning of pistis is 
‘trust’, and one of the most important 
ways in which we live faithfully is by 
trusting and being trustworthy. It is not 
always easy. Most of us, at some time, 
have been hurt or let down by someone 
we trusted. We may find it hard to 
trust again, and if we struggle to trust 
others, it may seem less important to be 
trustworthy ourselves. 

But trust can transform lives. Trusting 
people shows that we respect them, 
and people who feel respected tend 

to be happier and more confident. 
They commit more time and energy 
to shared enterprises. When people 
feel they can trust you, they become 
more relaxed and open; more likely to 
co-operate and less likely to attack you. 
At home, at work or among friends, 
trust is a powerful force for peaceful and 
harmonious living.

Another key meaning of pistis is 
faithfulness. The essence of faithfulness 
is commitment: staying with people and 
situations, even when they are difficult. 
Most of us will have experienced 
problematic situations and challenging 
relationships; at some point, we were 
probably tempted to walk away from 
them, and maybe we did. As Christians, 
though, we are called to stay if we 
possibly can. We are called to refuse 
to give up, believing that no human 
condition is beyond the reach of God’s 
transformational love.

Confidence, in situations and 
in people, also belongs to pistis. 

Confidence looks for what is good in 
our lives, and builds on it. It aims high – 
working unashamedly for peace, justice, 
compassion, and the flourishing of every 
human being. 

In St. John’s gospel, Jesus tells his 
followers to believe (pisteuein) in God 
and in him. Believing here seems to 
mean something close to recognizing 
or knowing Christ as the Son of God. 
Another aspect of pistis is therefore 
recognition – of God in Christ, and 
of the Spirit of God in all people. As 
George Fox put it, we are called to walk 
through life, ‘answering that of God in 
everyone’’ 

Answering that of God in others 
can be a challenge, a joy, and a 
surprise. It may reveal the thorn in 
management’s flesh as a prophetic 
worker for justice; the family clown 
as the family peacemaker; the nosy 
neighbour as someone who truly loves 
their fellow human beings. Looking for 
that of God in others may also make 
us wonder what other people see of 
God in us. And that may awaken us to 
gifts that we have not yet recognized or 
begun to use. 

St Paul sometimes refers to faith 
as ‘labour’ (e.g. 1 Thess. 1.3). “We 
continually remember before our God 
and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labour prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” He reminds us that we are 
called to live our faith, not only in our 
relationship with God in Christ, but in 
all the places where we live and work. In 
recent years, Paul’s teaching has been 
taken up in particular by worker priests, 
and by lay or ordained people who 
see themselves as ministers in secular 
employment (MSEs), some of whom are 
also self-supporting ministers (SSMs).

But the work of faith is not limited 
to MSEs or worker priests. It is for all 
Christians, of every age, in every walk of 
life. Through trust and trustworthiness, 
faithfulness, confidence and recognizing 
that of God in everyone, all our daily 
activities and relationships can become 
more deeply intertwined with our faith. 
And then our lives become a sacrament: 
a sign of grace; a window through which 
to glimpse the divine.
The Revd Teresa Morgan is a priest in the 

Littlemore Benefice in Oxford. 

• Faith was so important to the earliest Christians that they were 
probably known as ‘the faithful’ even before they were called 
‘Christians’, and Christianity was the first religion to be known as 
‘the faith’.

• English is unusual in having two words, ‘faith’ and ‘belief’, where 
most languages have one, embracing both propositional meanings 
(I believe the sun will rise tomorrow) and relational ones (I trust 
you). In the New Testament ‘faith’ and ‘belief’ both translate the 
Greek word pistis.

Teresa Morgan uses the new 
Testament to inspire Christians to 
live out their faith at work and in 
their day-to-day lives. 

The facts about faith

‘At home, at work or 
among friends, trust is a 
powerful force for peaceful 
and harmonious living.’

‘Looking for that of God 
in others may also make us 
wonder what other people 
see of God in us.’

Photo: Istock
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 Arts
Rediscover Christmas

neXT year’s Bloxham 
Festival offers the chance 
to hear from writers and 
thinkers such as Andrew 
Motion, the former poet 
Laureate, and novelists 
patrick gale and Jasper 
Fforde.   
   The Bloxham Festival of 
Faith and Literature runs 
from 15-17 February 2013 
and is an expanded version 
of the first festival held in St 
Mary’s Church in october 
2011.
   Described as a ‘literary 
festival with a theological 
slant’, next year’s Festival 
has the theme ‘Devices and 
Desires’ and will examine 
good and evil in crime 
fiction, in the City, in the media, in the 
vicarage and in the arts. it will be held 
at Bloxham School, near Banbury, and 
is sponsored by the Church Times and 
greenbelt.
   Lord Blair, the former Metropolitan 
police Commssioner, will join James 
runcie, crime fiction author, and Jeany 
Spark from the BBC series Wallander, to 
discuss crime fiction. Jane Williams and 
Sara Thornton, the Chief Constable of 
Thames Valley police, will be discussing 
growing up in a vicarage. There will also 
be a debate on good and evil in the media 
– featuring Andrew Brown, Guardian and 

Church Times journalist in conversation 
with Bishop Alan.
   Two former ‘oxford’ bishops will 
be returning to talk about their love 
of art. richard harries will appear in 
conversation with artist roger Wagner 
and Stephen Cottrell will talk about his 
new book on Stanley Spencer. 
   There will also be the chance to see 
the rambert School of Contemporary 
Dance, (pictured above) and to hear 
from theologians paula gooder and 
Keith Ward. on the Saturday there will 
be storytelling workshops for adults and 
children. To find out more, see www.
bloxhamfaithandliterature.co.uk.  

Once again the partnership of 
Jane Williams and Lion Hudson 
has produced a well presented, 

thoughtful and challenging book. 
This time it is the whole issue of the 
Christmas spirit as we experience it 
in both our secular and spiritual lives. 
This is a holistic book which deals with 
Christmas as it is for most people with 
all its lists, gifts, Christmas trees, food 
and music. 

Jane Williams clearly loves the whole 
Christmas experience and illustrates 
her thoughts and reflections with 
quotes from a diverse range of sources 
primarily from the Bible but also 
drawing on the wisdom of, for example, 
Charles Dickens, John Donne, Louisa 
Alcott and Dom Gregory Dix. She helps 
us to rediscover Advent at the same time 
with its celebration of the great heroes 
of our faith in lighting the candles 
of the advent wreath, like pregnancy 
a combination of readiness and 
un-readiness, reflecting the universal 
feelings and experience of the lead-up 
to Christmas. 

Throughout the 10 chapters the book 
is beautifully illustrated with a diversity 
of Christian artwork depicting not only 
the Christmas story but other aspects 
of our faith. The rich metaphor of 
the Christmas tree as a question mark 
tied with the journey of the Cross and 
resurrection means I can never grumble 
about the whole Christmas tree thing 
again!

At the heart of it all is the great gift of 
Jesus and I can heartily recommend this 
book as a gift for those who have tired 
of Christmas as it is in our culture and 
want to rediscover this festive season as 
it is in our faith, which is reflected in the 
very culture of which we have become 
tired.

The Revd Graham Sykes is Chairman of 
the Door’s Editorial Support Group. 

Approaching 
Christmas – Jane 
Williams
Lion hudson 
iSBn 978 0 7459 5590 
2 £9.99

by graham Sykes

‘...a gift for those who 
have tired of Christmas...’

‘Jane Williams clearly 
loves the whole Christmas 
experience...’

Book now for literary festival 

01622 682255

Restoration
Silent Lights is seeking to restore Christian 
imagery by producing a range of decorations 

message. 

Declaration
Silent Lights’ unique outdoor decorations 
provide individuals, Churches and organisations 
with the opportunity to declare their faith in a 
creative and culturally relevant way.

Illumination
The growing trend to decorate the outside 
of homes and gardens with Christmas 
lights provides Christians with a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the Light of the 
World within your own neighbourhood.

Christian illumination
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If you, or someone you know would like more 
information about Gilead or would like to make an 

application, please contact: 
Laura Alm  

Tel: 01837 851240  Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations
is a Therapeutic Community, 

Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 

rural Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 

Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug or 
alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other addictive behaviours. 
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Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
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oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227
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The Godsend

Comings and Goings:
 
The Revd Richard Lamey will take up post 
as rector of Wokingham St paul; The Revd 
Stephen Jones will finish as Area Dean of 
Woodstock and will be succeded by The Revd 
David Tyler; The Revd Canon Richard 
Hancock will finish as Area Dean of Vale of 
White horse on 31 December; The Revd 
David Uffindell will take up post as Area Dean 
of Bracknell; The Revd Canon Judy French 
will finish as Area Dean of Chipping norton and 
will be succeded by The Revd Jan Fielden. 
The Revd Christine Turner has been given 

permission to officiate in the Dorchester area. 
We recall with sadness the deaths of: The 
Revd Norman Chalk; The Revd Richard 
Blakeway-Phillips.

To a High Street battered 
by recession, Christmas is 
a Godsend. It’s a chance to 
pull out all the stops and 
hope that the old Christmas 

spirit will make us get our credit cards 
out again. Good luck to the High Street 
traders.

To many charities, Christmas is a 
Godsend. I got my first Christmas 
brochure at the end of August. From 
then on I’ve been able to buy my 
Christmas cards or my alternative 
presents (‘buy a goat instead’) whenever 
I’ve wanted.

To many of our neighbours, Christmas 
is a Godsend. Autumn and winter, with 
the possibility of a hard spring as well, 
can seem a very long time in semi-
darkness. Many of us are longing to have 
a break from the monotony of winter.

To most children, Christmas is a 
Godsend. It gives their parents the 
opportunity to show how much they love 
them and to demonstrate that they’ve 
taken notice of the many heavy hints that 
have been dropped about presents that 
might well be popular.

But to every inhabitant of this world, 
Christmas is a literal Godsend, because 
God sent his Son to show us a better way 
to live and to explode the myth that God 
is always otherwise engaged when we 
ring.

God is on a search and rescue mission 
for all of us who have crash landed in life 
(and who hasn’t?). He knows where we 
crashed (he’s always close by). He knows 
the terrain (he invented it). He knows 
the way back to the main track (it’s called 
Jesus). 

Lots of us see Christmas as a Godsend. 
Christians see the Godsend as a baby 
and they stake their life on this child. 
Especially the bit where he grew up 
and got sent to a cross by a man called 
Pontius Pilate. But that’s another story.

Or is it?
The Rt Revd John Pritchard is 

the Bishop of Oxford

LETTERS

The winners of the competition 
featured in the november issue 
are: Mrs Carter from Abingdon, 
Mrs pennock from Maidenhead 
and J Lewis from Broughton, 
Banbury. They have all won a 
copy of Eric Liddell: Pure Gold 
by David McCasland.

Competition winners

A pilgrimage to 
England’s Nazareth
in September 16 pilgrims set off 
to Walsingham from St edburg’s 
Church in Bicester and churches 
in Cowley, oxford. one pilgrim 
was setting off for the 30th time 
and another for the third. The 
group was led by Father Bob 
Atkins.  
   The first thing that strikes 
you on arrival is the feeling of 
peace and this continued for 
the whole of the three days 
we were there. pilgrims are 
free to do whatever they wish, 
although there is a published 
programme of services.  To have 
over 200 committed Christians 
in a church together, singing 
praise to god at the tops of their 
voices and enjoying good Anglo-
Catholic liturgy and practices is 
something that will stay with us 
for the year until we go again. 
   it is not all noise and activity.  
There is plenty of time to be 
alone and quiet if you wish.  
There are also opportunities 
to meet and chat with pilgrims 
from other parts of the country; 
a chance to exchange views and 
ideas and make new friends.  
   if the idea of pilgrimage 
appeals to you and you would 
like company on your journey, 
you would be very welcome to 
come with us.  our next visit 
will be 20 to 22 September  
2013 and you can show your 
interest by contacting either of 
us on gill@gaking.plus.com or 
colinboyce@talktalk.net.
Gill King and Colin Boyce, 
Bicester with Caversfield, 
Oxfordshire.

‘God is on a search and 
rescue mission for all of us...’

‘Christians see the Godsend 
as a baby and they stake 
their life on this child.’

Grandmothers know a thing or 
two, writes Ruth Jolly, pictured 
below. Mine would sit down in 
the afternoon and have a cup 
of tea. Not - sit down, drink tea, 

write a shopping list, make a phone call, 
keep an eye on the clock - no, I mean sit 
down and have a cup of tea.  As a child I’d 
attempt to climb on her knee and persuade 
her to play, only to be met with the kind but 
firm injunction: “Not now, I’m having my 
tea.”  I’d fidget with impatience … but I get 
it now.  

Because last week, in the middle of one of 
those frenetic afternoons in the run-up to 
Christmas when it became abundantly clear 
that the ‘To Do’ list was impossibly far from 
completion, I suddenly heard 
myself say aloud: “Not now, I’m 
going to have a cup of tea.” And 
I made one.  

Ignoring the Christmas 
presents bought that morning 
and still in carrier bags, I boiled 
the kettle. Dismissing the 
pressure of getting my brain 
into gear for a meeting about 
Christmas charity fund-raising, 
I found a mug and waited while 
the tea brewed. Resisting the 
thought of checking my email, 
I carefully took the filled mug 
and, warming my hands around 
its smooth china surface, sat 
down, took a long, slow sip of 
the hot amber liquid and sighed 
with quiet satisfaction.    

And, honestly, time stopped.  
Thoughts raced through my 
brain but I let them all go. A 
distant police siren wailed, but 
I listened with only half an ear 

and it disappeared.  Outside the window 
small clouds scudded busily through the 
winter sky, but I was unimpressed. 

A shaft of pale sunlight fell on the silvery 
kettle and it sparkled with the promise of 
Christmas. I smiled to myself as I finished my 
tea.  Bliss. An ordinary, everyday kind of bliss 
to be sure, not an epiphany, but it put my 
anxious prioritising of tasks into question.  
For Christmas is not a ‘To Do’ list. We need 
to make time to be still and feel its promise - 
as children do.  Grandmothers know a thing 
or two.      

Ruth Jolly worships at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Oxford. 

She is the author of Something Absolute: 
Surviving a Miracle (O Books).

           Bliss

Photo: Istock

The Holy House, Walsingham, 
photo: Graham J Howard.
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God in the life of... 

Ross,  who retired from his 
career as a probation officer 
three years ago, has been 
a Christian all of his life. 
“Since I was six I have been 

in and out of churches. I sang in choirs 
until I grew up. Later on, when I was 
working, although I still kept my faith 
I went to church much less. Coming 
towards retirement gave me the time to 
think about where my life had gone and 
there seemed to be a spiritual vacuum. 
When I looked into that, my faith was 
regenerated and for the last three years 
plus I’ve done nothing but be involved 
with living out my faith,” he says.

Ross believes his job working for 
the Thames Valley Probation Service, 
supporting people in changing their 
behaviour, prepared him for his current 
role, reaching out to patients who are 
often marginalised in our society.  

“As I read the Gospel message I 
realised that the marginalised are God’s 
‘most precious’. To be able to serve 
them is both a privilege and for me 
fulfills Matthew 25,” he says. “It  took me 
a long time to kick the dust from my feet 
and realise I wanted to work for God. 
I didn’t necessarily want to work with 
mental health patients, it was God who 
led me into this and I just so thoroughly 
enjoy being with people on the wards 
and in the chapel.”

Ross is part of a chaplaincy based at 
the Oxford Health NHS Foundation 
Trust, which runs the Warneford and 
Littlemore Hospitals in Oxford, and 
treats patients from Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and beyond. 

“There are big issues about 
stereotyping and the need for equality 
and the use of the correct language on 
the wards and in the chapel is crucial,” 
he says.  

As the December edition of the Door 
was being produced, Labour Party leader 
Ed Miliband signed the Time To Change 
pledge, on behalf of his party. The 
pledge encourages employers to  join a 
social movement that is taking a stand 
against the stigma and discrimination 

that people with mental health problems 
encounter in society. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams has also 
signed the pledge. 

The chaplaincy work means that Ross 
can find himself leading prayer services, 
listening to those in need and leading a 
spirituality group giving individuals the 
chance to express their views and their 
spirituality in their own way.  Activities 
range from prayers and Bible study to 
discussing values and beliefs and even 
painting. 

On the wards Ross teams up with 
NHS staff while running the group and 
at the Chapel he works closely with his 
supervisor John (Father Jack) Creagh, 
who leads the interdenominational 

chaplaincy. From time to time he stands 
in and leads worship.  He also represents 
carers on a quality assurance committee 
and leads a local carers’ group as part of 
his voluntary commitment to  Response 
– the Oxfordshire Mental Health 
Housing  and accommodation charity.

Ross says: “Spirituality means different 
things to individuals experiencing 
mental difficulty or distress, and finding 
ways to engage with their ‘spirituality’.  I 
see contributing to their sense of well-
being as  central to the task of serving 
God. Equally as a member of a thriving 
rural church, St Mary’s Chalgrove, I 
see a role in building bridges between 
church, the community and mental 
health patients and  encouraging other 
volunteers to serve is a first step towards 
this.”

“If people are interested in exploring 
serving in this way, please do contact 
Ross or Father Jack. Volunteers have to 
have a CRB check and they follow an 
induction programme. I was lucky I had 
experience of working in prisons and 
was transferring some of my professional 
skills, but people without those 
experiences are welcome. We would like 
to extend the things we do.” Ross also 
spends time reading Christian books, 
has been on many of the courses run by 
the Diocese of Oxford and is working 
towards a  degree in ministry from 
Oxford Brookes University. 
Ross has been married to Judith for 46 years, 
has two children and three grandchildren.  
To find out more about the chaplaincy 
contact either ross.martin5@btinternet.com 
or john.creagh@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk

Ross Martin tells Jo Duckles  
how reflecting on what he felt 
god was calling him to after 
retiring led him to becoming a 
chaplaincy volunteer helping 
people with mental health 
problems. 

Chaplaincy volunteer Ross Martin. Pic: Jo Duckles. 

‘I see contributing to their 
sense of wellbeing as central 
to the task of serving God.’

ONLINE

For more on mental health issues and 
campaigning see www.time-to-change.
org.uk and www.mind.org.uk. 

‘I just so thoroughly enjoy 
being with people on the 
wards and in the chapel.’

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

Having problems with your church 
microphones, sound system or hard of 

hearing loop??
We are a well established Company that 

provides service solutions with value.
No project is too small.

Please contact us on 
0208 546 3071 or 07591 708846

navesound@hotmail.co.uk
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Advertising Feature

In times of need
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There are many professionals who can 
ease the burden of preparation for a funeral with their 
expertise and personal service. There can be a lot to 
arrange in a very short time. Funeral Directors have 
the experience, very often through several generations 
of the same family, to provide a fitting tribute to your 
lost one. 


